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Tēnā koutou whānau o te kura o Te Wai 
Hirere 

Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa.  

Ko Tangi Te Keo te maunga  

(Mt Victoria is the mountain we look up to) 

Ko Te Whanganui a Tara te moana  

(The Harbour is the sea that calms our spirits) 

Ko Te Wai Hirere te kura 

(Te Wai Hirere is our place to connect, our 

school) 

Class Certificates 
Aft - Hugo - for completing Advanced Words!  Addie - for using your interests and knowledge 
of Harry Potter to inspire a cool story!  Gaku - for always being a wonderful friend to your 
classmates! Gregorio - for believing in yourself when you are writing…your stories are longer 
and have more details too! Micha - Thank you for sharing your knowledge about Hanukkah - 
we all learnt so much!   
Lower Deck– Stella– for bringing a positive attitude to your learning. Lexi - for bringing a joyful 
love to learning to our class! George - for consistently striving in your learning and being a great 
role model. 
Upper Deck—Omri and Keigo- Curious and Creative - for asking great questions and being 
inquisitive on Matiu Somes Island. Gus - We are Kind and Respectful - for being flexible on 
Matiu Somes Island when things change. 
Lower Bridge- Eliza - for having a “can-do’ attitude during EOTC sessions. Ka rawe! Laura - 
For showing a big improvement in Maths this term.  
Upper Bridge - Leila - for being a calm and supportive classmate and staying strong. Kia 
manawanui! Aroha - striving with all of our EOTC activities and pushing yourself out of your 
comfort zone - you were amazing - Ka rawe o mahi! Clancy - for being the tug-of-war-queen - 
such a wahine toa! Max - striving with all of our EOTC activities and pushing yourself out of 
your comfort zone - you were amazing, such confidence - Ka rawe o mahi! Kia Kaha! 

 
Keeping an eye on Roseneath School over the summer 
Thank you for offering your help to keep an eye on school over summer! We really appreciate it. 
We’ve got plenty of offers, but if you are wandering through the school and do notice anything 
please email us on principal@roseneath.school.nz 

mailto:principal@roseneath.school.nz


Classes and Teaching Staff 2023  
We are delighted to announce that Sarah Lightfoot is joining the Roseneath teaching 
team in Term 1 in the Long Boat with our Year 5s and 6s while Jenny Foote is Acting 
Principal. Sarah comes to us from teaching Year 5s and 6s at Hilltop School in Taupō. 
She is particularly passionate about teaching science, technology and the arts.  
 
Aft: Year 0/1 with Jen Thwaites (Miss T) 
Lower Deck: Year 2 and 3 with Ms Maria Malone 
Upper Deck:  Year 3 and 4 with Ms Jemima Hales 
The Long Boat: Year 5 and 6 with Mrs Sarah Lightfoot in Term 1, and Mrs Jenny Foote 
from Term 2 
Upper Bridge: Year 7 and 8 with Ms Anne Crewdson  
  
Our 2023 Year 3s will either be in a Year 2 and 3 class, or in a Year 3 and 4 class. It’s 
good to remember that they will still have plenty of opportunities to learn and play 
together, and that the curriculum expectations for our Year 3s will be the same, 
regardless of whether they are in Lower Deck or in Upper Deck.  
At this time of year, with change on the horizon, and tired brains and bodies, emotions 
can run high- for all of us! We can support our children as they process their thinking 
about next year by acknowledging that it’s a bit unsettling, and then suggesting a few 
positives for them to look forward to. You know your children best and what would suit 
them- whether it is to do some thinking and talking together, or whether you need to 
keep things low key for them and let them just focus on the summer holidays and time 
with friends and family.   
 
End of Year Processes 
This afternoon children will bring home a slip with their next year class and teacher.  
On Tuesday 13th December our children will have time visiting their next year’s 
classroom.  
  
For children in Lower Deck (Year 2) and older, a paper copy of your child’s school 
report will come home next Tuesday 13th December. Most of our children in Aft will 
have had a report at a different time of the year- they have their reports and meetings 
depending on when they started school.  
  
At 11:15am on Wednesday 14th December we will have our final assembly for the 
year. This assembly incorporates a graduation ceremony for our Year 8s, some festive 
singing, and an acknowledgement of the year that has been. You are welcome to join 
us if you are able to! We will have reserved seating for Parents and families of our 
graduating Year 8s. Children will come back to their classrooms to be released at 
around midday. Tūkaha After School care is running a care and recreation programme 
on Wednesday afternoon and Thursday next week- you can register at 
tukaha.osp@gmail.com  
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Learning Theme for 2023  
This year our overarching theme for learning has been ‘Migration and Mobility’- your 
children have learnt about explorers, and where people have navigated from to arrive in 
NZ. They have shared their own family migration stories and learnt some mapping skills! 
They have learned about the physics of movement and motion, and our seniors have had 
first hand opportunities to learn about sailing.  
Next year our overarching theme for learning is ‘Tūrangawaewae; where our feet stand’. 
Children will be learning about who has lived in Roseneath and Wellington, some of our 
local stories and history, and about looking after the environment so it is in good shape for 
the future inhabitants. We will also have a celebration for our 125 years as a school!  
 
Upper Deck Matiu Somes Island Trip 
Yesterday Aft, Lower Deck, and Upper Deck travelled to Matiu Somes Island and we were 
able to see the places that we had learnt about in the Aotearoa New Zealand History 
Curriculum. We would like to say a huge thank you to all the parents that supported us on 
this trip. The students get a lot out of experiential learning and we love how you ask 
questions, have fun, and stayed engaged. 

                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Floorball 
 
Thank you to all the parents for getting your children to the games and practices. Thank 
you for your assistance on the side lines, motivating and encouraging your players through 
tough times. Thank you to the players for all your hard work. You all did incredibly well. 

A huge thanks to Anna Langworthy for managing and coaching the junior teams for the 
Tuesday practices and games. 
 
 
 



Tuesday League: We are so proud of our Roseneath Water team. Some of the players 
were complete beginners at the start of the season, and many hadn’t played together 
before. We have seen a tremendous improvement in their ball skills, their team play, and 
most importantly, their enjoyment and pride in their efforts! As well as this, the parents 
have been an amazing support crew. We have one last game on Tuesday, which will feel 
like a bit of celebration of how far they’ve come. You can all be proud of yourself.  
I certainly am! 
Roseneath Water team—Pippa, Penelope, Gus, Bobbie, Michael, Emilia, Jacob and 
Anais. 
  
Also, huge thanks to Matt Langworthy for managing and coaching the senior teams in 
Thursday games and practices.  
Thursday League:  
Roseneath Speed had a tough season. Their determination and resilience have been 
tested. Especially for new players coming in to play in the ‘competitive’ league. They 
played the last game with great style and with smiles. They all improved during the    
season. Well done Speed you have done yourselves proud. 
River, Tama, Leila, Sam, Tom and Clancy. (Gus – occasional sub) 
Roseneath Waves had a great season, their years of persevering and practicing paid off. 
They showed brilliant team work and finished the season undefeated. Congratulations. 
The final results of the league table are yet to be announced. 
Olivia, Matilda, Malachi, Henry and James. (Gus – occasional sub) 
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Welcome to our Birds of a Feather Reading Challenge! 
Hi, Kia ora, Tālofa lava, Kia Orana, Bula, Malo e lelei, Fakalofa Atu, Mālo ni, Tālofa, Mauri, nǐ hǎo! 
Haere mai, welcome whānau! 
We’re happy you’re here and excited to offer up this fun competition to support your child’s reading this summer. 
All tamariki aged five and up are welcome to join in. The Birds of a Feather Reading Challenge will run from Monday 
December 12 – Friday, January 13. 
Whether it’s a bedtime story or visiting the library, you and your whānau can relax and have fun enjoying books together. It’s 
free, it will keep the kids busy, and it’s easy to join in: 

•Just visit www.reading-challenge.org.nz and sign up. We ask for your name, age, email address and school. 

•Choose a team to join - there are four teams for each age group. 

•Every time you read a book or visit a library, choose an activity from the drop-down menu and log that book’s title and 
author. You can upload a photo of the book you’ve read if you like, but you don’t have to. 

•You can also leave a comment about the book or activity, but you don't have to. 

•Be in to win book prizes by sharing your photos and messages with us. Check out the prize page for more details. 

•We also have a paper version this year if you’d like to stay offline! Click here to download and print it. Why not print one 
out for a friend and do the challenge togetheThat’s it! If you have any questions please feel free to email 
communications@read-nz.org 

Thank you for joining us. We can’t wait to see you over at the Birds of a Feather Reading Challenge. 
Start playing 

How to log a book and other tips 
Sign up for our weekly email reminders 
Free online storytime sessions and other resources 
Why is reading for fun important? 
 
This year, there are six ways to win prizes. Only one of them is about reading a large volume of books. You can also win 
prizes by sending us pictures of your favourite book or your summer reading spot to go in the draw to win packs of exciting 
new books!We will send a big bundle of bilingual books to the school with the most children taking part in our challenge.We’re 
also giving away lucky dip books as spot prizes throughout the competition to both the online players and those who send 
their completed paper-based challenge to us. 

 
 

Community Notices 

http://www.reading-challenge.org.nz/
https://reading-challenge.org.nz/competition-closed
https://www.read-nz.org/new-zealand-book-scene/nzbc-stories-details/birds-of-a-feather-reading-challenge-how-to-log-a-book-and-other-tips?pageNum=1
http://eepurl.com/hPlKaT
https://www.read-nz.org/new-zealand-book-scene/nzbc-stories-details/boaf-reading-challenge-a-list-of-online-storytimes-and-more?pageNum=1
https://www.read-nz.org/new-zealand-book-scene/nzbc-stories-details/boaf-reading-challenge-a-list-of-online-storytimes-and-more?pageNum=1
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Why is reading important for children? 
Reading is an essential life skill. Books contain new words that will help build your child's language and understanding. When 
children read for pleasure, they are likely to read more frequently and gain all the benefits of enhancing their literacy skills, 
learning outcomes, empathy, social skills and wellbeing. 
Our friends at National Library's Services to Schools have a range of excellent blog posts about the importance of 
reading: click here to browse them. 
Reading with children is fun. It's a time for closeness, laughing and talking. It can also give children a flying start in life and 
help them become lifelong readers. 

Joy Cowley’s 2018 lecture, The Power of Story is available here to listen to, or download for free as an e-book. 
How can we support and encourage our children to read more? One of the best things you can do to encourage your child to 
read more is to read more yourself. Let children see that reading is something you love to do. Talk to them about the books 
you like. 
Our director Juliet writes a bit more about that here. 

The joy of re-reading 

Re-reading can be wonderful for people of all ages. But for children, it provides important benefits: 

- Reading a familiar book repeatedly can build fluency through practice. Newly independent readers need lots of practice to 
get past the word by word choppy reading into fluent reading. 

- Sometimes children find it hard to find a new book they want to read. Re-reading a favourite is a great way to 'fill the gap'' 
until a new book comes along. 

- Re-reading the same book (or books within the same series) can help build stronger bonds between the reader and the 
characters and setting - it's like reconnecting with a friend and brings comfort and happiness. 

- Most importantly, re-reading a favourite book reminds children they enjoy reading, and they love the secure world created 
inside that book. This is a great article by Diary of a Wimpy Kid author Jeff Kinney on the subject. 

 
This page of tips and ideas, including some for reluctant readers, from the UK's Book Trust is an excellent place to start. 

This page from NZ's Ministry of Education has a wealth of ideas and tips for supporting children of different ages. 

Auckland librarian and children's book expert Crissi Blair shares her best advice about reading with children. We loved this 
gem from Crissi: 

The best advice is to have lots of books in the home and read to your kids at every opportunity. You can read to the tiniest of 
babies and they will respond and learn to love the experience of being close to you and enjoying books together. Owning 
books is terrific, and children will quickly express their love for particular books over others. But ownership isn ’t everything; 
you can sign your child up for a library card as a baby and borrow a stack of books every week or two. 

Click here for tips and advice from Australian children's book writer and literacy teacher Mem Fox. 

The UK's National Literacy Trust has some great resources. Have a look at this page: Ways to keep your child's reading up 
while schools are closed. 

 
More resources and links 

Children's reading lists compiled by the National Library 

There is a treasure trove of information just waiting for you at The Sapling: Conversations about children's books, 
including this collection of book lists featuring everything from books about allergies to coding, bestsellers to grief, pacifism to 
family life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://natlib.govt.nz/schools/reading-engagement/understanding-reading-engagement
https://natlib.govt.nz/schools/reading-engagement/understanding-reading-engagement
https://www.read-nz.org/new-zealand-book-scene/nzbc-stories-details/lets-make-reading-visible?pageNum=3
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/feb/23/knock-children-rereading-books-read-jeff-kinney
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/
https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/learning-and-development-at-home/ideas-to-help-with-reading-writing-and-maths/
https://www.read-nz.org/new-zealand-book-scene/nzbc-stories-details/reading-books-and-talking-about-them-to-everyone-an-interview-with-crissi-blair?pageNum=1
https://memfox.com/category/for-parents/
https://www.read-nz.org/new-zealand-book-scene/nzbc-stories-details/welcome-to-the-spca-reading-challenge?pageNum=1
https://natlib.govt.nz/schools/reading-engagement/childrens-and-youth-literature
https://www.thesapling.co.nz/
https://www.thesapling.co.nz/hide-from-public/tag/lists

