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Tēnā koutou whānau o te kura o Te Wai 
Hirere 

Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa.  

Ko Tangi Te Keo te maunga  

(Mt Victoria is the mountain we look up to) 

Ko Te Whanganui a Tara te moana  

(The Harbour is the sea that calms our spirits) 

Ko Te Wai Hirere te kura 

(Te Wai Hirere is our place to connect, our 

school) 

Mihi Whakatau for our ‘new’ families, staff and Board 
This afternoon we are holding our Mihi Whakatau- a welcome ceremony- for our 
new families, staff members and Board. We usually hold mihi whakatau a few 
times a year. We weren’t able to hold one in Term 1 like we usually would, so this 
is our chance to officially welcome students and staff  who have been with us for 
quite some time, as well as our newer people too!  
In our mihi whakatau, our student leaders welcome our 
‘visitors’ into the hall, we perform haka and waiata, there 
are speeches, and our new students are welcomed into 
their Rōpū house with a pōhutu/pebble ceremony.  
One of the haka and waiata we perform is “Toia Mai te 
waka” which means “haul the canoe”, and represents the 
welcoming of new people into a place, so that they land 
safely.  
To all our new (and not quite so new) students, whānau, 
staff and Board members, welcome ashore!  
 
Paid Union Meetings for Teachers  
Next week teachers will be attending paid union meetings to discuss progress on 
their negotiations for their collective employment agreements. We are able to 
release teachers within the school for them to attend, so there will be minimal 
disruption to our children and their learning. 



Class Certificates 
Aft: Malia - We are curious and creative - for awesome thinking and sharing ideas 
when building marble runs.  Hugo - We strive in our learning - a great effort sounding 
out the words in our ‘number word problems’  Alisa - for great simile writing about 
flowers.  Éloïse - you are a kind friend: looking after mothers and playing together! 
Lower Deck: Anjali – choosing to shine in all your learning. Indigo-amazing reading 
progress. Leo– amazibng effort and progress in your writing. Lexi– working at home to 
extend your pepeha and sharing with us. 
Upper Deck: Abe - We strive in our learning for making 22 months spelling age 
progress on Stepsweb in 4 months. Tu Meke! Zeb - We are curious and creative for 
coming up with interesting ways to complete our trading challenge. Ka mau te wehi! 
Kim - We are kind and respectful - for trading daily and calmly, you used counter offers 
well and came away with resources that you needed. Ka Rawe! 
Lower Bridge: Ariel - For believing in himself and showing perseverance in 
completing GloSS as well as doing well in the test too. Ka rawe! 
Philippa - For believing in herself, showing perseverance in completing GloSS and 
making a big improvement in it too.. Ka mau te wehi! 
Upper Bridge: Dante - You’ve exemplified striving throughout our athletics 
programme, never giving up - tino pai rawa atu! 
Henry - You are leading by positive example, giving everything a go, tino pai. 
Malachi - You really persisted in your learning and understanding of bearings and 
compasses - Miharo! Dario -You’ve shown such self-belief during our swimming 
lessons - ka pai.  
 
Central Zone Athletics 
What an amazing day, the weather conditions were so perfect for Central Zone 
athletics.  A sensational achievement by all and we couldn’t be more proud of our 
students who competed with integrity showing all the Roseneath Values.  It was great 
to see students having fun with students from other schools while they were waiting to 
compete for their events.  A huge thank you to all the parents that supported the 
students and the events throughout the day.   
  
We are still awaiting the official results for who has made it through to Interzones on 
Tuesday 29th November (postponement date Thursday 1st December).  I will contact 
competitors who have made it through as soon as I hear.  Any questions please 
contact me at jemima.hales@roseneath.school.nz  
 

Floorball: Now two morning practices 
Thursday morning floorball practice is overflowing!  To prepare for their games, our 
advanced players need to practise running around at full speed and hitting the ball 
hard.  So to minimise risk to young and new players we are moving to two 
practices. Beginners please come on Tuesdays, advanced players on Thursdays (both 
8.30 am in the Hall).These are social practices open to anyone with an interest, not 
just those on the registered teams.   
Last night Roseneath Waves won their game against Scot’s 9-3.  
They have been practising before school. Their brilliant team work made this possible.  

mailto:jemima.hales@roseneath.school.nz
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Class Structures for 2023  
We are working on our class structures for next year. It is most likely going to be:  
 
Year 0/1 Aft 
 
Year 2 and 3  Lower Deck 
 
Year 3 and 4 Upper Deck 
 
Year 5 and 6 Lower Bridge 
 
Year 7 and 8 Upper Bridge  
  
As a smaller school our class structures are usually pretty straightforward and based on 
numbers of children in each year group.  Next year our Year 3’s will either be in a Year 2 
and 3 class,  or in a Year 3 and 4 class. The decision is made for each child based on a 
number of factors including their social and friendship groups, their learning strengths and 
their age. As in all of our classes, teaching and learning  is focused on where your child is 
at, and what they need to work on next.  It’s also good to remember that the expectations 
and benchmarks for our Year 3s are the same, regardless of which class group they are in 
next year- they will be working on the expectations for Year 3 which is early Level 2 of the 
New Zealand Curriculum.  
 

We will send home confirmation of your child’s 2023 class placement on Friday 9th 
December, and children will have a visit in their 2023 class the following week, so they can 
get to know their classmates and teacher.  
 
 

Health and Physical Education Curriculum; Community Consultation 
We consult on our Health and Physical Education Curriculum programmes on a regular 
basis and we are keen to hear your feedback about how we teach Health and Physical 
Education at Roseneath. A detailed outline of the curriculum and some of the ways we 
cover these topics is attached with this newsletter. This outline includes a survey form at 
the end. If you would like to directly to the survey, you can complete it here Community 
Consultation: Health and Physical Education (including Sexuality) at Roseneath School.  

The survey will be open for your responses until November 14th. Adelle will be the only 
person who sees your named responses, and these will be synthesised for an 
anonymised  report for the Board. Please email principal@roseneath.school.nz if you have 
any questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/D1nJnmnug7c8Zig9A
https://forms.gle/D1nJnmnug7c8Zig9A
mailto:principal@roseneath.school.nz


Lower Bridge Learning to Share  
Pop-Art enables students to appreciate common everyday objects like the hand. Here’s 
Lower Bridge’s tribute to the pop-art scene.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“When the pen is mightier than the sword … .” 

Lower Bridge started the term with learning how to write persuasively. Read their works below and see 
if they could convince you. 

 
 Cats Are Good Pets     By Roscoe                

Cats are one of the main household pets along with dogs, hamsters, guinea pigs and 
gerbils.While some people think they are good pets, others don't. Let's discuss the positives and 
negatives of having a cat as a pet.  
In New Zealand, around 1.4 million people own cats - which is one of the highest numbers in the 
world for cat ownership - which gives the fact that 40% of the people in New Zealand own a cat. It 
is also  estimated that 220 million people in the world own a cat. Why the popularity? 

Cats are known to be generally calm and relaxed while dogs are often hyperactive and 
loud.Another positive viewpoint about cats as pets is that they can amuse themselves. This gives 
you more time to do what you want and if you have a dog you need to take them for walks, come 
rain or shine. Moreover, who needs television when you have cats to entertain you. Their antics 
alone are enough to amuse you. While some people might argue that they go out lots and there 
is a high risk of getting them lost, having indoor cats might solve some of those 
problems.                                                                                                                                           
Of course, dog lovers out there would argue you can't take cats for walks and they spend most of 
their time hiding,napping (they spend their time sleeping for at least 18 hours a day!) and walking 
through other people's gardens and that cats are less playful than dogs. Cat lovers can vouch 
that cats can be trained to walk too if it’s done from young. They are also very affectionate and 
display their affection differently from dogs. Unlike dogs, cats can purr 
and it has been medically proven that a cat’s purr can reduce stress in 
a human being.  
To conclude, while you argue that dogs or other pets are better, I 
have proven to you through these evidence that cats are good pets.
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Cats Are Good Pets  By Daniel  
In my opinion, cats are good pets. They are good for the elderly because unlike dogs, they don't 
need to go for walks. As they run around outside, you need a cat flap so they can easily come in and 
out of your house on their own. Unlike dogs, cats can go farther than dogs without their owner and 
come back on their own.  
They can be friendly especially when you know them and you give them food.They rub their heads 
against your body to show affection. Cats also purr and studies have shown that a 
cat’s purr can help humans to destress by lowering their blood pressure. When a 
cat kneads on you, it means that it can trust you and it loves you a lot.  
Unlike dogs, cats are clean animals as they like to wash themselves and they do 
not roll around in mud like dogs do.  
Apart from being cuter and really cuddlier than dogs, cats eat less than dogs as 
they are generally smaller than dogs.  
For those reasons, I would say that cats are good pets. 

Fire is Dangerous  By Michael  
In my opinion fire is dangerous. My most compelling reason is that it burns people. So far there 
were 14,700 burn- related injuries in New Zealand every year. Next, there were 270 children, aged 
from 0-14 years admitted to hospital with burns each year. 
Fire spreads quickly in less than 30 seconds. A small flame can become a major fire. Furthermore, 
fire spreads quickly. It takes only minutes for a house to be fully engulfed in flames as there are 
many flammable objects in the house. Therefore there is a need for an evacuation plan, should 
there be a fire. 
Liquids like petrol, lighter fluid, nail polish remover and hand sanitizer, 
aerosoles like fly sprays are very flammable. We should store them safely at 
home.  
Research shows that 30 years ago you had 17 minutes to evacuate a house 
fire.Today you have 3-4 minutes because things like carpets and curtains are 
made from man made materials that are more flammable. 
For these reasons, I have shown that fire is dangerous.  

Hunting is Bad  By Eliza  
Along with 69% Americans, I'm fully against hunting.  
Firstly, it hurts animals. Hunters use guns,traps and other cruel killing devices which can be 
extremely painful to animals and not yet kill them. Hunters also destroy animals’ natural habitats in 
their quest to capture or kill the animals, often leaving baby animals alone to starve with no family 
to show them where the food is.           
Secondly, it's also dangerous to the person. Hunters could get severely hurt by falling, getting shot 
accidentally, falling off trees or getting hurt as a result of being hit on impact by the animal they 
hunt. 
Lastly, hunters upset the balance of nature by over-hunting. When hunters hunt for sport, fame 
and glory would be their priority not the welfare of the animals.  
I believe there are other alternatives to hunting.  For example, virtual reality 
games on hunting will allow you to still hunt but not actually hurting any 
animals. Such games can be just as exciting as the actual hunting itself.  
So to conclude, hunting is mean and disrespectful to nature. If you need to 
satisfy your urge to hunt, use virtual reality games instead. Join me and be 
a vegetarian so you never need to hunt for meat.  
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Community Notices 


