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Tēnā koutou whānau o te kura o Te Wai
Hirere
Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa.
Ko Tangi Te Keo te maunga
(Mt Victoria is our mountain)
Ko Te Whanganui a Tara te moana
(The Harbour is our sea)
Ko Te Wai Hirere te Marae
Ko Te Wai Hirere te kura
(Te Wai Hirere is our place to connect, our
school)

Kia ora Roseneath Whānau
How do we talk to our children about the state of the
world?!
I have been thinking about how scary the world feels at
the moment, for us and for our children. Our families and
communities are dealing with this next stage of the
pandemic, and over the next month more of us will be in
contact with Covid, and know people who are affected by it, as well as the
ongoing interruptions to our work and daily life.
Meanwhile we have seen the dramatic scenes at Parliament this week.
We are watching the news in Ukraine, and feeling heartbroken for the families
there and what they are dealing with. Our hearts go out to people here in our
community who have family and friends in Ukraine.
At times like this, it can seem tricky to know how to talk with our children. They are
picking up on the news, and on our emotions. They might have questions and
worries about things. Here’s some advice I’ve learnt from reading various articles
and blogs.

1. Being calm ourselves, and making sure we try and save any conversations about
the scary things in the world for a time when we are in the right shape to do so.
Children take their cues from us. We can acknowledge that we’re feeling worried, or
sad, and we also want to show our children that we know how to manage those
feelings in a helpful way.
2. Being factual and honest while we are careful about how much detail we share,
it’s important to be honest and factual, rather than using euphemisms or avoiding
the questions. If we don’t know the answer, it’s ok to say that too!
3. Limit the news: I’m so aware of how much information is swirling around on the
news, in the media, and just in everyday conversations. It’s hard to spot the good
news stories at the moment! It’s ok to ask friends and family to save the scarier
topics of conversation for a time when our children aren’t around. It can be a good
idea to change the channel, or turn the car radio off and listen to some music
instead for a break.
4. Focus on the heroes and helpers: rather than dwelling too much on all the things
that are scary or risky, find the heroes and helpers. Talk about the people who are
working to keep us healthy and safe, talk about the people who are helping others
to get to a safe place.
5. Take Action: Have a think about how your children can do something for someone
else. It could be something as easy as drawing a picture for a neighbour, or
Facetiming a family member to say hi! It might be that you choose a charity
organisation to support as a family. Our children can feel a bit like the world is
happening all around them while they wait for more bad news to happen. Taking
action, and doing kind things for others, can give them a sense of purpose and
positivity.
You might find these websites also have some helpful ideas:
https://www.kidshealth.org.nz/covid-19-kids-aotearoa
https://www.kidshealth.org.nz/coping-worry-anxiety-about-covid-19
https://www.skylight.org.nz/
Please keep in touch with your child’s class teacher if you have any concerns about
your child and how they are feeling at the moment.

Roseneath School Certificates this week
We are delighted to congratulate our amazing learners who earned themselves a
certificate this week:
Aft: Micha for amazing recall of his numbers and dot patterns! Jasmine has completed
Early Words!
Lower Deck: Anjali for striving with her maths basic facts and Malcolm for his creativity
Upper Deck: Omri for excellent achievement in reading, Abe for his self-belief, and
Hjeleena for beautiful descriptions in her writing.
Lower Bridge: Philippa for an outstanding piece of writing “The Cat's Eyes”
and James for taking on feedback and improving his work.
Upper Bridge: Seb for great problem solving, Aroha for striving in her learning, and
Sam for showing amazing creativity and fantastic focus.

Goal Setting for the year
Your children (in Lower Deck and up) have been working with their teacher to set goals
for their learning. They are learning how to set specific, measurable, achievable, relevant
goals that they can achieve in a particular time. This is a good skill in itself!
Usually we would hold face to face goal setting conferences with you and your child to go
through these goals, and talk about how your child is settling into the year. We aren’t
able to hold these meetings in the same way this year for obvious reasons!
At the end of next week we will send home a short report, which includes some teacher
notes, your child’s goals, and space for you to add your thinking. Please be ready to
return this form by the end of the following week (Friday 18th March). If you would like to
have a phone call or zoom meeting to go over the goals and how your child is settling in,
please email your child’s class teacher with some preferred days and
times (before or after school) and they will arrange this with you.
Movin’March
We’re loving all the stamping of passports! Remember if you walk or
wheel we’ll tick off your trip in your classroom and all entries are sent to
GWRC at the end of March (remember you only need one trip recorded
on your “passport” to enter). All passports in the WOW Passport
Challenge go in the draw to win one of 12 x $400 MYRIDE vouchers. We have spot
prizes to give away too!
Whānau Photo Competition
Post a pic and comment of your journey under our weekly theme and be in to WIN 1 of 5
x adult or child Micro Scooters! We’re also giving away TEN Family Passes to Staglands
Wildlife Reserve or Zealandia. Check our Movin’March Facebook to see what whānau
said about last week’s theme and look for week 2’s theme to be posted up first-thing
Monday morning. More details on Movin’March Facebook - winners announced by 8th
April.
Park & Stride:
If your family lives too far away, why not park a short distance away from the school gate
and walk or wheel the rest of the way? For more information see our Park & Stride tips.
Safety on the way to school:
With more of our children scootering and walking to school for Movin’ March, it’s a good
time to remind them about staying safe on their way to school. The roads around
Roseneath are hilly, narrow, with lots of driveways at interesting angles! For those
students that scooter and bike, it’s a good idea to check that they know their limits- are
they going at a speed that they can stop straight away?!
Teachers are reminding children to:
-Look out for sneaky cars backing in and out of
driveways.
Ngā manaakitanga
|Take
care of yourselves
and
-Listen for
engines,
and remember
that electric cars
each other
are quiet!
Adelle Broadmore and the Roseneath School team

Upper Bridge practising their mindfulness with the best
view in the world!

Red Level Phase 3
As you know we’re in Phase 3. This means that close contacts no longer need to isolate
or get tested, but do need to be closely monitored for symptoms.
Household contacts do need to isolate for 10 days, and get tested.
Anyone with Covid-like symptoms needs to stay home.
Over the next month or so, we know there will be children and staff that need to stay
home for a range of different reasons. Many of our teaching team have their own
children, and will need to stay home if they are unwell. We have planned for this- we
have relievers on standby and there might be times where other staff step in to take
your child’s class.
Thank you for letting us know when your child needs to stay home, and the reason.
Earlier this week you will have received an email update, which included a poster of
FAQ’s for Phase 3. Keep in touch with any questions you have!
What to expect when we have a positive case
If a staff member or a student is confirmed as a positive case, we will email to let you
know. We will let you know the class that has the positive case, and whether your
children are classified as ‘casual’ or ‘close’ contacts.
Generally a ‘close’ contact through school will result from situations where a positive
case was not wearing a mask or wearing it incorrectly for the time they were in close
proximity to your child. Casual contacts will generally be where the positive case was
wearing a mask correctly, and/or where they were not in close proximity to your child.
From now on, and under these definitions, we anticipate that the majority of contacts in
school will classified as 'casual' contacts.
Whether a 'casual' or a 'close' contact, the advice is the same:
1. Monitor very closely for symptoms for 10 days; and
2. If you notice any symptoms, keep your children home and get tested.
The symptoms to look out for are here https://covid19.govt.nz/prepare-and-stay-safe/
about-covid-19/covid-19-symptoms/
What we are doing
It’s a good time to remind you of what we are doing to look after our students and
community:
• Our classes are not working in close proximity with other classes. The only exception
is Aft and Lower Deck who share a short bus ride to and from swimming,
• We have paused Kapa Haka, school assemblies, and singing. Any high energy
physical activity is held outdoors
• We continue with regular hand washing/sanitising, and good cough/sneeze etiquette
• We remain vigilant for any symptoms, and will ask you to collect your child
immediately if they are showing symptoms.
• Our staff and students in Years 4-8 are wearing masks inside, and doing this with a
very high degree of care.
What you need to do
•
Inform us immediately if your child is a positive case. You can email Adelle at
principal@roseneath.school.nz
• Continue to keep us informed if you are keeping your child home, and the reason.
• Continue with the brilliant job you are doing to drop off/pick up from the right places,
wear a mask on school grounds, and keep your distance from others.
• Keep your child home if they are a household contact.

Please continue to keep in touch if you have any questions or worries. You can email
me at principal@roseneath.school.nz, or call the school office.
As always, I am proud of our Roseneath community and how we support and look after
each other.
Household Contacts:
You might find this info graphic helpful to have on standby in case one of your household
members tests positive. Note that the timeframe for isolating and for testing has changed
in Phase 3.
(This infographic is from Ora Toa in Porirua, and was accurate at the time of this
newsletter!)
•

LOWER BRIDGE

We have created self portraits in the style of Tim Burton. You may recognise his work
from movies such as The Nightmare Before Christmas and The Addams Family. Lower
Bridge were asked to feature large white eyes then focus on a feature that represented
them, for example the hair or the shape of the face.

Ngā manaakitanga |Take care of yourselves and each other
Adelle Broadmore and the Roseneath School team

Community Notices
Suzanne Aubert Scout Group
Located at: St Anne’s Hall, 22 Emmett St Newtown

New adventures are waiting. Come join the fun in
the outdoors! No membership fees until term 2. So come give
Scouting a go! Come and join us on Monday nights:
• Keas (5 to 8 year olds) 6.30 – 7.30pm
• Cubs (8 to 11 year olds) 6.30 – 8pm
• Scouts (11 to 14 year olds) 6.30 – 8pm

Ngā manaakitanga |Take care of yourselves and

For more details either email SuzanneAubert@group.scouts.nz or
each other
contact Rob McCullough on 0221771007.

Adelle Broadmore and the Roseneath School team

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/aubertscouts/

