
 

 

‘It doesn’t matter how slowly you go so long as you 

do not stop.’ 

Andy Warhol 

‘Resilience is knowing that you are the only one that 

has the power and responsibility to pick yourself up.’ 

May Hollaway 

‘Life doesn’t get easier or more forgiving we get 

stronger and more resilient.’ 

Steve Maraboli 

WELCOME TO THE SCHOOL’S 

NEW PRINCIPAL 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish Roseneath 

School’s newly appointed Principal Adelle Broadmore all 

the very best.  Adelle will take up the position for the 

2017 school year.  Adelle comes highly recommended 

from Dyer Street School in Lower Hutt. 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES FOR 2017  

Recently the Principal, Deputy Principal , teachers and the BOT have been considering the organi-

sation of classes for next year. This is always a challenge with six full time teachers and eight 

student class levels with a varying number of students. We want to achieve the best learning en-

vironment for our students and we hope that we have achieved this with the following organisa-

tion  for the first day of 2017 on Wednesday 1 February. 

YEAR 1—10 

YEAR 2—17 

YEAR 3 and 4—20 

YEAR 4 and 5—18 

YEAR 5 and 6—22 

Year 7 and 8—29 

At this stage of the year we know of a number of children leaving Roseneath and a number who 

will be arriving.  Our overall class numbers will fluctuate.  We will be letting parents/caregivers 

of children in Years 4 and 5 know which composite class their child/ren will be placed. 

 

 

PRINCIPAL 

CLASSES 2017 

COMPOSITE CLASSES 

CONFERENCES YEAR 1 TO 3 

TRAMP 

YEAR 5 AND 6 CAMP 

WRITING 

 

PH. 384-7218  OFFICE@ROSENEATH.SCHOOL.NZ  WWW.ROSENEATH.SCHOOL.NZ 

EMERGENCY FOOD 

The BOT are currently look-

ing to renew our emergency 

food supply and ask that 

parents please donate a pull 

ring lid can or cans of food 

eg baked beans, spaghetti, 

macaroni cheese,  for the 

students and staff to have 

available in the case of a  

school emergency. You could 

drop off to the office. 

Thanks for your support. 

LIBRARY 

The school library will be 

closed for issuing from 

Wednesday 30 November.  

Please return all outstanding 

library books as stocktaking 

will take place Monday 5 

December. Thank you 
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Seniors walking in the Abel Tasman 

Seniors unload the water 

taxi Abel Tasman 
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COMPOSITE CLASSES – STAGES NOT AGES  

We often get asked about the benefits and disadvantages of composite 

classes. Hopefully the summary below will help answer some questions.  

Over the years composite classes have been an important part of 

Roseneath School and most other schools. While straight classes may 

operate from time to time the decision to have composites is based on a 

‘numbers game’ caused by uneven patterns of enrolments. By juggling the 

numbers of students schools attempt to come up with the best solutions 

to provide an equitable and practical school structure in any one school 

year.  

Looking ahead to the New Year it appears that composite classes contin-

ue to be an important part in our school.  

By ‘composite classes’ we mean putting two consecutive year groups to-

gether in one class.  

At times this can be a source of controversy with parents sometimes 

believing that their child is being disadvantaged in some way if they are 

placed in a composite class.  

The key to understanding composites is realising that growth is determined in stages and not magically by ages.  

Composite classes doesn’t mean your child is dumb or a genius. It doesn’t mean that they will get work that is too hard or not 

hard enough.  

Although a child might be chronologically older or younger, their maturity, social needs, academic needs and behaviour are 

uniquely their own. Some need simulating, some need more maturing. Some have needs in certain areas, but not in others. An 

obvious example is that although all 7 year olds may be the same age, it is unrealistic to expect that they are all at the same 

level of ability in reading or in PE etc, even if they are all placed together in one class. Far better that they be grouped ac-

cording to need, thus they will gain confidence and skill by working with their peer ability level. There is no hard and fast 

rule that says a ‘straight’ class will meet a child’s needs any better that a composite class. Children all get there, the path 

may be different but the destination is the same.  

Curriculum Levels – There is no one curriculum level per age group in NZ. It is not as simple as Year 1 learns Level 1, Year 2 

learns Level 2, which is common practice overseas but does not make it superior to the NZ system. In fact, the NZ curricu-

lum is set up in developmental bands which range from 1-3 years per level. Invariably students in any one class are all at dif-

ferent permutations of these curriculum bands, whether they be in straight classes or composites.  

Research both in New Zealand and overseas has shown no detrimental academic effects from composite classes and many 

additional benefits.  

(Veenman 1995)  

A University of Glasgow study found that in Europe, there is ―no evidence to show that composite classes affect pupils’ aca-

demic performance adversely. It is possible that pupils may gain socially from the experience and show non-cognitive bene-

fits which to date have not been quantified…the academic performance of pupils in composites may simply be no worse and 

simply not better than that of pupils classes may even have out-performed any other groups in the…’assessment process’.  

(Valerie Wilson SIRE Centre University of Glasgow)  

There is not empirical evidence for any assumptions that student learning is hindered in com-

posite classes. Ultimately, whether children are in composite or straight-age classes, it is not 

the age combinations that matter. What matters is the quality of teaching and learning and 

the relationship between the child and the teacher.  

Acknowledgement Susanne Witt  

 

 

 

Seniors having a relaxing time in the Abel Tasman  
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 CONFERENCES/REPORTS FOR YEAR 

1 TO 3 CHILDREN  

For many Year 1, 2 and 3 children conferences will be held on 

Thursday 7 December. Parents/Caregivers will be contacted 

for a conference time if their child is due for one. Please con-

tact your child’s teacher or the school office if you have any 

queries about the conferences.  

SENIOR TRAMP TO THE ABLE TAS-

MAN 

Our senior students showed great resilience in meeting the 

challenge of walking the Abel Tasman National Park track laden 

with their packed belongings.  The group tramped from Awaroa to Bark Bay and onto Anchorage in warm sunshine but the 

morning of the final day was extremely wet.  Fortunately in the last hour the sun returned as everyone passed the finish line 

at Marahou. 

The seniors can feel extremely proud of their accomplishment.  On the tramp students had  outstanding support from the 

following parents—David Cooling, Helen Mitchell, Richard Powell, Jon and Andrea Hancock, Bruce Pollock. Lisa Elder. Mel 

Borich, Pauline Moran. And Kristine Breslin. 

Anne Crewdson the class teacher has done an outstanding job of planning the tramp from the transport connections—plane, 

bus, water taxi—to the party’s accommodation and meals.  There was a great deal to organise and oversee.  Thanks to every-

one who helped behind the scenes—raising money, preparing and purchasing food and organising connections. 

Members of the Successful Expedition were - 

Lilly de Raad, Ruby Nolan, Rebecca Powell, Olive Simister Northrop, Cameron Powell, James Pollock, Aston Varga, James Har-

bour, Sumner Hancock, Christophe Devereux, Caleb Fenton, Oscar Fuller, Noah Houghton, Dylan Husson, Seth Mitchell-

Webster, Krishna Nair, Lucas O’Connell, Owen Wilde, Will Chronis Addison Kwing, Sunny Saul -Yarrow and Xanthe Cooling. 

YEAR 5 AND 6 CAMP 

We wish our year 5 and 6 students, teachers Luana Carroll and Sue Leask, support staff Kelly Newson and parent/caregiver 

support crew a wonderful camp experience. 

OUR WRITING 

Burning up in a flame 

Smoke flying high up in the air 

Shattering away in the distance 

The last one to stand 

Fire there it goes. 

Scout Year 4 

GENERAL 

Saint Barnabas church Christmas Carols 6 pm 7 December 2016 

Baby sitter— Lola Slaughter (15 year old) , sister of Eddie Morrison (Yr 4) 0273737538 or lolaslaugh-

ter3@gmail.com  

Holiday Programmes—Craft House info@CraftHouse.co.nz and Artrageous Kids  www.artrageouskids.co.nz  

Regards John Reynolds 

Senior tramp to Abel Tasman 
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